
 

                
 

  
 

War and the fear of war have been shaping international relations until this day. The history 

of mankind is to a large extent the history of wars. But the features of wars and the 

subsequent peace have varied throughout history. What will war and peace look like during 

the 21
st

 Century?    
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A POLITICAL GIANT REBORN?  
 

 
 

- PART 2: TURKEY’S SOFT POWER  

Turkish economy is strong. Over three consecutive years it has been growing substantially, despite 

European and American stagnation. With Turkey seemingly taking a bigger role in regional foreign 

affairs, many are looking to the country as an example of economic and political practice after the 

Arab Spring. In what way is Turkey using its economy and foreign investments in its diplomatic 

relations with the region and the world? 
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In this second seminar on “Turkey’s new role in the world” at the Swedish 

Institute of International Affairs, we will focus on the country’s economic 

diplomacy. Turkey’s economy has had a good decade. The country 

experienced its own financial crisis in the beginning of the century and 

managed to get its fiscal house in order by the time the West went into 

recession in 2008. During 2010 and 2011 Turkey even had record growth. 

While during the last months the economy has been slowing down with global 

trade and service balance in debt at around $70bn. Still the country remains an 

economic giant in the region. How is this power used? 

 

JOSHUA WALKER, senior advisor for MENA in the Office of the Secretary’s 
Global Partnership Initiative, US department of State 
 
BAHADIR KALEAĞASI, President of Institut du Bosphore  
 
SINAN ÜLGEN, Chairman of the Center for Economics and Foreign Policy 
Studies (EDAM) 
 
TAHA ÖZHAN, Director General of the Foundation for the Political, Economic, 
and Social Research (SETA) 
 
Commentator: 

 

ERIK MEYERSSON, Assistant Professor, SITE, Stockholm School of 
Economics 

Date:   Wednesday 21  November, 2012 

Time: 08.30-11.30, registration from 08.00, no late entries 

Location:  The Swedish Institute of International Affairs,  

Drottning Kristinas väg 37, Stockholm 

Language:  English 

Cost:   The seminar is free of charge 

 

 
 
The seminar will be moderated by Nathalie Besèr, Advisor at UI. 
 
 
Please note that all events at the Swedish Institute of International Affairs may be recorded, filmed or 
photographed by the Institute's staff and published on our websites. 
 
 

Welcome! 
 
This seminar has been made possible through financial support from The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sweden 
and The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Turkey. 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.hhs.se/SITE/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ui.positionett.se/tillfalle.php?id=1026

